a; By the King. 


VA Proclamation for a generall Faſt to bee 
held throughout this Realme 
of England. 


He Kings moſt Excellent MaIESTHIE, taking into His moſt 


>] \] pious and puncelp conſideration , the pzeſent eſtate of the affaires of 
OT On Chaiſtendome , and the deploꝛable condition of thoſe who pzofeſle the 
TY q The true Kefozmed Reltgton , together with Us, and the great and vns 
18 e ſpeakable mercie and bleſſing of Almighty God vnto, and vpon His 
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_ N aieſtte and this Kingdome, that amidſt the many nuleries, which 
& the true pzofeſſozs of the Religion haue of late peeres ſuffered in 
mw») Jt fo:reine parts, wee of this Kingdome haue enioped a happy peace at 
SI I home, that peace , Which aboue all other is of moſt eſteeme, the peace 
— Hof conſcience. And His Mateſtie, hauing at this time aſſembled His 
High Court of Parltament,in that great Counſell ( which is the repꝛeſentatiue body ofthe whole 
Kingdome) to conſult, debate, and conclude of thoſe weighty and impoztant matters which 
concerne the gloꝛp of God, the honour of the King, the ſafety of His Kingdomes,and the com- 
fo:t and — 1 ne of His Friends and Allies, Hee being thereto mooued at this time, by the ioynt 
Petition of His Loꝛds and Commons in Parliament, whereto, out of His owne Religious 
Diſpoſition , Hee was eaſily inclined, hath relolued accozding to the examples of all good Kings 
in fozmer ages, to command a generall and publique Faſt to bee ſolemnized thzoughout thts 
whole Kingdome ; Thatſo,although Heets reſolued to neglectno oꝛdinary meanes, which may 
conduce to the iuſt defence of Himſelfe , His people, and His Friends and Allies, yet not making 
Hts Reliance thereon, His MPateſtie , both in Hts pꝛiuate deuotions, doth dayly lift vp His heart 
and hands to God Almighty, the King of Kings, and doth direct, that now in publique, both 
Hee and His whole people, as one man, may humble themſelues by faſting and pꝛaper befoze His 
Footeſtoole, who is able and ready to deliner thoſe (fn his owne good time) who faithfully 
call bpon him; And therekoze His PYateſtie, to pzayſe God fo2 his mercies vpon this Land, and 
other His Maieſties Domtntons , and to imploꝛe his gratious fauour vnto , and vpon the di⸗ 
ſtreſſed eſtate of thoſe of the Religion in fozretneparts, and his bleſſing vpon the counlels of this 
pꝛeſent Parliament, doth hereby commaunda generall and publique Faſt fo bee held, and ſolem- 


nized thzoughout this whole Land, in luch manner as hereafter is pzeſcribed, 
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tie hath reſolued vpon a graue and religtous foꝛme offolemntztng thereof: which His Nopal 


pleaſure Hee doth hereby publiſh and declare to all His louing Dubtects, and doth ſtraitly charge 


and command, That on wedneſday next, being the eighteenth day of Febzuary, this Faſt bee reli⸗ 


giouſly and ſolemuly obſecued and celebzated in the Cities of London and Weltminſter, Bozoughof 
South- warke. and other plates adiatent; Wherein His Maieſtie, in His Ropall Perſon, and with 
His owne Fanuly, and Royall Houſhold , will giue an example to the reſt of His people, And 
chat on the twentieth day of the moneth of March, the like bee kept and duely oblerued thꝛough⸗ 
out the reſt of this whole Realine of England, and Dominion of Wales. And foz the better ſo- 
lemntzing thereof, without confuſion, His Mateſtie , by the aduite of His Reuerend Biſhops, 
hath directed to bee compoſed, pꝛinted, and publiſhed the fozme of ſuch Pzayers and publike 
Exhoꝛtations, as Hee thinketh fit to be vſed in all Churches and plates at theſe publike meetings: 
And Hee hath giuen charge to Hts Biſhops, to pꝛoture ſo many Bookes , and diſperſe the ſame 
thzoughout Hts whole Kingdome , in ſuch manner, that the Miniſter and Clerke ofenery Pa⸗ 
riſh may in tonuenient time be furniſhed with thoſe Bookes, And His Maieſtie, foꝛ the moze 
deuout 1 of ſo religious an exertiſe, doth tommand , that on that day the publike Mar⸗ 
kets be foꝛboꝛne in the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and the Suburbes thereof, and the Bo⸗ 
rough of South-warke. All which his Mateſtie doth expꝛeſiy charge and command, ſhall bee re- 
uerenfly and denoutly perfozmed by all His louing Subiects, as they tender the fauour of Al- 
__ God, and would auoid his iuſt indignation againſt this Land, and vpon paine of ſuch pu⸗ 
niſhments, as His Maieſty can iuſtlp inflict vpon all fuch as ſhall contemne oꝛ neglett ſo religious a 


Wo0ozke. | 


Giuenat Our Court at White-Hall , The fourteenth day of February, inthe fourth yeere of Our Reigneof 


Great Britaine, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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